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Student Updates 

 As we end January at the school there is much to report about the students.  First of all, 

the high school girls basketball team under the leadership of Sarah Shoopman and George Nel-

son currently has 6 wins and 7 loses.  They sit in 6th place in the district with 5 games remaining.  

For the first time in 8 years they will not have to play in to the district tournament.  The Lady 

Rockets are made up of 2 seniors, 4 sophomores, 3 freshman and an eighth grader.   The boys 

team is led by Kenton Stradinger, Alex Ator and Randy Weimer and are off to a 4 and 9 start.  They currently sit 8th in the district 

with 5 games remaining.  The team consists of 2 seniors, 3 juniors, 1 sophomore, 3 freshman and 2 eighth graders.  Senior Apprecia-

tion night will be Friday, February 8th before the girlôs game at 5:45 PM.  The district tournament will begin in Huntley Project on 

Wednesday, February 13th and continue through Saturday, February 16th. 

  

The junior high girls under the leadership of Sarah Shoopman and Jen®  Reinhardt had a nice season.  The older group had 7 

wins and 7 losses while the younger group had 1 win and 10 losses.  The team consisted of 1 eighth grader, 5 seventh graders, 2 sixth 

graders and 7 fifth graders. 

  

The FFA and BPA groups are both into their competitive seasons.  The FFA led by Bill Harvison is heading to State FFA in 

Bozeman on April 3rd to the 6th.  The BPA under the leadership of Brian Frank has their State Convention in Billings on March 10th 

to the 12th.  Both organizations will have a strong contingent of students attending the State Convention. 

  

Our students in the elementary have been busy also.  One of the biggest hits of the year is still our Friday program field 

trips.  The students went to the zoo on September 14th, pumpkin patch on October 12th, clay center on November 16th, and skiing on 

January 11th and 25th.  All of these days have had over thirty students in attendance and twice we needed 2 busses to get them all to 

the location.  Going forward we will have another ski day on February 8th, head to Tippet Rise on April 5th and take a trip to Pompeys 

Pillar on May 3rd. 

 

Professional Development Opportunities for Staff 

 As many of you are aware, the school district has received moneys from a grant focusing on improving our districts literacy 

achievement.  This grant has brought numerous great opportunities to our staff.  Over the course of this school year we have had 

teachers attend professional development in Billings, Big Timber, Bozeman, Butte, Helena and locally.  These opportunities have 

focused on numerous areas.  Some examples are:  how to better use assessment data to drive instruction;  best practices in reading 

instruction; how to implement and utilize instructional frameworks; best practices on how to improve student behavior; alignment of 

curriculum to state and federal standards; best practices in note taking strategies; and numerous other items on an individual basis.  

This grant has not only helped our staff, but it is has also helped myself as an administrator grow in numerous ways. 

 

Have a great rest of your winter, and as always if you have a question do not hesitate to call or email.   

445 2421 or ator@roberts.k12.mt.us 

 

Alexander Ator  

Superintendent Roberts Schools 
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Montana Comprehensive Literacy Project 
 
 

The month of February brings us many reasons to 
celebrate. One glance at a calendar and youôll see 
numerous events and holidays; Presidentôs Day, 
Valentineôs Day, Groundhog Day, the Grammyôs, 
the Academy Awards , the Super Bowl. The list 
goes on and on. 
 

In schools we celebrate the holidays and events 
of course but winter is also a time when students 
and teachers celebrate growth and plan for how to 
get the most out of the rest of the year. Our mid 
year benchmark assessments are complete. 
Rockets have achieved remarkable growth since 
fall. Student growth is attributed to many factors 

and can be measured in various ways. It is vital that we know what to do with our data and take 
action to keep students moving in the right direction. MCLP grant funds have allowed us resources 
to analyze our student data and train staff members in making appropriate decisions for students 
as individuals. 
 

Assessment is only one part of the literacy improvement pyramid. However, our present efforts in 
this area are positively impacting all of the other parts. As always, if you have questions about the 
MCLP grant feel free to call or email me. 
 

Mrs. Ronning 

Literacy Coach 

ronning@roberts.k12.mt.us 
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MONTANA CONVERSATIONS 
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS BY HUMANITIES MONTANA  
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3rd QUARTER READING CHALLENGE & KINDLES FOR KIDS! 

Thanks to a generous donation from Star-in-the-West Masonic Lodge, during the 3rd quarter, 

students in grades 2-12 are encouraged to read more than ever. Students simply read books 

and take the Accelerated Reader (AR) quiz for each book (2nd-6th graders take the quiz 

through their classroom teachers; 7th-12th graders see Mrs. Pitts.).  Students receive entries in-

to a drawing that gives them the chance to win one of four free Kindle Fires, plus many other 

great prizes! 

          2nd:    2 AR points = 1 entry 

          3rd:   3 AR points = 1 entry 

          4-6:   5 AR points = 1 entry 

          7-12:  8 AR points = 1 entry 






